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Why can’t I just buy my child’s oboe reeds at the music store? 
            At their best, store-bought oboe reeds need to be adjusted by an oboist.  At their worst, 
store-bought oboe reeds are unplayable.  Common problems are reeds that are too hard, too 
open, or out of tune.  Out of the approximately 300 store-bought and professional reeds I 
purchased before I began playing on my own reeds, I can remember two that my teacher 
didn’t have to adjust.  Trying to play on bad reeds creates bad habits, adds to student 
frustration and simply isn’t fun.    
  
Why are oboe reeds so expensive? 
            They take time to make.  To make a playable reed, I spend approximately two 
hours on each reed.  Those two hours are spread over five days.  Once it’s playable, I 
spend ½ to one hour playing and fine-tuning each reed before I sell it. 
  
But if you’ve played on them, are they clean? 
            Strange as it may seem, this is standard practice in the oboe world:  
the only way to ensure that a reed is truly ready to be used is to have a human 
play on it.  Once the reed is ready, it is fully disinfected to ensure that 
it is sterile and ready for the new player.   
 
Why do you sell them in groups of three?  Isn’t one reed enough? 
            Out of three reeds, one will be the best, and the other two will be backups.  Reeds change, 
usually for the worse, with weather, and are fragile.  It’s too late to buy another reed when your 
only one cracks right before the concert.  Two are enough until they both break with a week  
 left before your next shipment of reeds. 
  
OK, seriously - why are oboe reeds so finicky and fragile? 
            Oboe reeds are finicky and fragile because they are small, thin, and contain two reeds 
instead of one.  At its thickest, one side of the oboe reed is 60 micrometers.  At its thinnest, one 
side is 10-15 micrometers.  At its widest, it’s 7.5 mm, and it’s tallest, the cane portion only makes 
up 36 mm of the total length.  These small dimensions and the addition of a second reed amplify 
any imperfections in the cane or craftsmanship that would not be noticeable in a bigger or single 
reed.   
  
How often should I expect to buy reeds? 
            This depends on how much the student practices and rehearses.  Good reeds can last about 
a month unless you are practicing more than three hours a day.  Rehearsals are extremely hard on 
reeds because they dry out frequently while you’re not playing and need to be re-soaked.  I 
recommend three reeds every other month for players who are beginning and don’t play as 
much.  For more advanced players who are practicing more, I recommend three reeds per month. 
 

Ready to buy a set of reeds?  Contact Dr. Mark Runkles at Opus 
Community Music School: MarkRunkles@OPUScms.org. 

More questions?  Call OPUS at (443) 300-8702 or visit 
www.OPUScms.org 
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